





Parents’ involvement

in Early Childhood Education

The active involvement of parents
in their children’s learning process
is proved to be greatly beneficial for
the overall educational outcomes. To
this end, it is recommended to make
classrooms more open to parents, in
order to foster consistent parental in-
volvement in the study process. Reg-
ular child-parent events organized
by the educational establishment,
communicated to the parents with
enough prior notice, could become a
welcoming involvement in the month-
to-month learning process.

This process should be twofold: on
one hand, parents should be able to
observe children in their natural learn-
ing environment, which is very differ-
ent from the one at home, calls for a
different set of skills and fosters chil-
dren’s behaviors that might be new to
parents.

On the other hand, parents should be
active participants in collective ac-
tivities, planned in a way that allow
children and parents learning from
each other and cooperate to achieve
a common goal. Important aspect
in such children-parents’ activities
would be interaction of parents with
the whole child community, not just
with their own children.

Parents’ involvement can be a great
way to promote meaningful and rel-
evant learning, professional orienta-
tion of children and knowledge appli-
cable in real-life situations.

Parents could play an important role
in recognizing and celebrating the val-
ue of diversity. Each family is unique,
and the interaction with parents can
greatly expand the cultural specter
with traditions and knowledge, com-
ing from varied environments and
backgrounds. That is especially ben-
eficial for multicultural communities.
It leads to better understanding and,
ultimately, acceptance of differences.
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Recommendations:

Encourage and facilitate greater parental
involvement in the classroom and the learning
process as a whole;

Encourage both observation of the learning
process and participation in it by the parents;

Encourage parents to share with children who
are not their own, bring forth their own family
“mythology”, which in turn encourages respect,
viewing diversity as a value and expanding
children’s view of the world around them.




Social and emotional learning

It is paramount to recognise the im-
portance of social and emotional
learning (SEL) for improving the cli-
mate in the classroom for both edu-
cators and children.

A SEL approach should be connect-
ed to every aspect of the work in an
educational establishment. Instead
of being regarded as peripheral, SEL
should be increasingly prioritised
also at all levels of the teacher train-

ing.

Educators’ social and emotional
competences inform the quality of
their practice, especially in terms of
relational, emotional and intercultural
skills. Stronger relationships mean a
great learning process, inclusive ped-
agogy and meaningful education for
all children. It is crucially important
that educational leaders at all levels

are aware and convinced about the
beneficial role of SEL.

A change of paradigm is required in
order to place the value of diversity
at the center of positive relationships
and interactions in the educational
environment, creating value within
the learning community. Children
build a stronger sense of identity and
wellbeing, and have better education
and career outcomes when their di-
verse strengths, abilities, interests
and perspectives are understood and
supported.

Recommendations:

. Integrate SEL approaches and tools at all

levels of teacher trainin
at all educational stages;

. Provide means of measuring the major

benefits of SEL for the learning envi

Prioritise SEL-related skills and their
development and training;

. Emphasise the valu
helps to realise and
institutions.

. Fostering sustainable continuity of SEL
between educational phases.
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This publication is prepared in the frames of the international project “Early Childhood Education -
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